
If the pattern is wrong ...
It is not only that letters with an incorrect movement make joined letters almost impossible to read but they
often stop the writer from joining up at all. In the script below the only letter that joins is the incorrectly formed
‘d’, If you wanted to impress on pupils how inefficiently the hand would move in this case, enlarge the sample
and let them trace it with their own hand. By replicating the movement they will be able to feel how jerky and
odd it feels. It takes the sting out of correcting their own writing and brings home the message without any
tension. 

If you were going to correct this boy (or any other pupil) you could start by looking for a letter with the correct
movement. In this case the ‘a’ and the ‘g’ work well, so you could say that at least he has got two of the most
difficult letters right and then go on to the rest of that family and deal with the ‘d’ and the ‘o’ which appears to
go round the wrong way, He needs almost every pattern exercise:

bh bh bh and probably bhp bhp bhp even though ‘p’ does not appear in this sample.

His ‘y’ looks all right so yu yu yu will help and of course hmn hmn hmn

It would be a long job and it is hard to understand how this problem could have been left so long. It may come
down to this feeling that you cannot change the letters of older pupils. This is just not true and you must try.
You are probably the pupil’s last chance. 
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If the pattern is wrong ...

Wrongly formed letters can make joined up writing almost impossible to read. A smoothly flowing movement leads to a
more efficient handwriting and is less strain on your hand.

Check the points on these pages against your own writing or get a couple of friends to do it for you.

Many of these letters are wrongly formed. They must be corrected before they can join properly.

1 Starting at the wrong place

leads to

leads to

instead of

instead of

instead of

instead of

instead of

instead of

instead of

instead of

leads to

leads to

leads to

leads to

leads to

leads to

2 Going round the wrong way

3 Leaving strokes out 4 Adding strokes on




